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MIDWAY ISLAND MEETING, JUNE 8, 1969 : l Remarks of 
^ President Nixon and President Thieu Announcing Decision 

i To Replace 25,000 United States Troops With Vietnamese 

;! Forces 

t, 

•j President Nixon. Mr. President, I want to take this opportunity 

i officially to welcome you to this meeting at Midway and to tell you 

| how much I have appreciated the opportunity to talk with you 

5 again. 

i We met on two occasions in your country. This is the first time we 

j have had the chance to talk in our present capacities ns heads of our 

i Governments and Chiefs of State. 

; Our meeting this morning has taken approximately 2 hours. We 

| will continue our private discussion through the noon hour, before 

ij meeting the larger group, including the Secretary of State, and their 

5 opposite numbers, for approximately an hour and a half, later in the 

•j afternoon. 

j The communique at the end of the day, which will be issued at 

approximately 4, will cover the wide range of subjects that the Pres- 
ident and I have discussed. Among those this morning were these' : 
the progress of the talks in Paris; the situation in Vietnam in a 
number of areas ; the pacification program, where I received a very 
encouraging report from the President; plans for what seems to me 
a very important land reform program, which will be implemented 
in South Vietnam by President Thieu and his Government; and the 
progress insofar as the conduct of the war is concerned. 

In addition to these subjects, all of which will be covered in the 
communique which will be given to you later this afternoon, the 
President and I had a substantial discussion with regard to the pres- 
ent situation insofar as the training of South Vietnamese Armed 
Forces is concerned. 

As a result of that discussion, we reached a decision which I 
should like to report to you now, and President Thieu will also 
express his views with regard to this decision. 

1 Weekly Compilation ot Presidential Documents. June 16. 1969, pp. 821-826. 
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President Thieu informed me that the progress of the training 
program and the equipping program for South Vietnamese forces 
nad been so successful that he could now recommend that the United 
States begin to replace U.S. combat forces with Vietnamese forces. 
This same assessment was made by General Abrams when he 
reported to me last night and this morning. 

. As a consequence or the recommendation by the President and the 
assessment of our own commander in the field, I have decided to 
order the immediate redeployment from Vietnam of a division, 
equivalent of approximately 25,000 men. 

This troop replacement will begin within the next 30 days and 
will be completed by the end of August. During the month of 
August and at regular intervals thereafter, we shall review the situ- 
ation, having in mind the three criteria that I have previously men- 
tioned with regard to troop replacement : 

First, the progress insofar as the training and equipping of South 
Vietnamese forces; second, progress in the Paris peace talks; and 
third, the level of enemy activity. 

I will announce plans for further replacements as decisions are 
made. As replacement of U.S. forces begins, I want to emphasize 
two fundamental principles: No actions will be taken which 
threaten the safety of our troops and the troops of our allies; nnd 
secondj no action will be taken which endangers the attainment of 
our objective, the right of self-determination for the people of South 
Vietnam. 

It is significant to note that it was just 27 years age that the 
Battle of Midway, which history records as one of the major turn- 
ing points in World War II, came to a conclusion. I believe that the 
decision made at Midway today, and which we are announcing at 
this time, marks a significant step forward in achieving our goal of 
protecting the right of self-determination for the people of South 
Vietnam, and in bringing lasting peace to the Pacific. 

President Thieu, I know that the members of the press would like 

to hear your views on our discussions, as well. 

% 

President Thieu. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Once again I would like to thank you most sincerely for your very 
kind words and your cordial welcome. It is a great pleasure for me 
to meet with President Nixon on this island in the middle of the 
Pacific. 

It’s our honest hope that the Pacific will become a vast community 
of free nations living in peace, prosperity, and brotherhood. 

Ladies and gentlemen, as everyone knows, this ocean was named 
after peace because the first navigators were fortunate enough to sail 
over peaceful waves. But other navigators subsequently found out 
that this name can be at times only a pious hope. They knew they 
had to rely on their strength, determination, and perseverance when 
they ran into stormy weather. , 

But after the tempest and typhoon, the sun always rises over the 
immense stretch of the blue, waters. 

We are, therefore, always confident of the bright and beautiful 
tomorrow. 

So, Mr. President, once again I look forward very much to my 
exchange of views with you on our common efforts to establish a 
long-lasting peace and freedom in Vietnam and in , c "«M>east Asia. 
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Now, I come to a more substantial matter, that is, what President 
Nixon just said to you. 

As you know, ladies and gentlemen, as I have announced many 
times in the past 12 months, it has been the constant purpose of the 
Government of the Republic of Vietnam to shoulder an increasing 
share in the struggle to defend freedom in Vietnam and to alleviate 
the burden nobly assumed by the United States in participating 
with us in this struggle. We have made continued efforts in that 
direction. 

And in the past months the strengthening of the Vietnamese 
Armed Forces through general mobilization, and the rapid progress 
on the pacification and the rural development, have made it possible 
for me to inform President Nixon that tne Armed Forces of Vietnam 
are now able to start the process of the replacement of the American 
forces. 

And the equivalent of one U.S. combat division will be replaced 
by Vietnamese troops. That first replacement will start in July and 
will be completed the end of August. Further replacements of Amer- 
ican troops will be considered at regular intervals in the light of the 
three criteria that President Nixon has decided; that means the 
progress in training and equipment of Vietnamese Armed Forces; 
secondly, the level of Communist hostility ; and thirdly, the progress 
which can be made in Paris talks. t 

Ladies and gentlemen, on this occasion I would like, once again, in 
the name of the Vietnamese people, to express our deep gratitude 
for the sacrifice generously accepted by the American people in join- 
ingus in the defense of freedom in Vietnam. 

Thank you. 

Joint Statement by President Nixon and President Thieu, 
June 8, 1969 

President Nguyen Van Thieu of the Republic of Vietnam and 
President Nixon of the United States met on Midway Island on 
June 8, 1969. The meeting was at the invitation of President Nixon. 

The principal purpose of the meeting was to permit the two Presi- 
dents to review a broad range of matters of mutual interest. These 
included developments in Vietnam — political, economic, and military 
— the Paris talks, and the general situation in Southeast Asia. Their 
day-long discussions were chiefly private though they drew on the 
assistance and counsel of senior members of their respective govern- 
ments. Though it marked their first meeting as Chiefs of State, the 
occasion offered President Thieu and President Nixon the opportu- 
nity to renew a friendship dating from 1965. 

The two Presidents examined in detail the military situation in 
Vietnam and received a briefing from Vietnamese and American 
military commanders. They agreed that the failure of the other side 
to achieve its objectives should convince it of its inability to gain a 
victory by military means. They expressed the hope that the other 
side will realize the futility and dangers of its efforts and that it 
will accept a solution based on theprinciple of self-determination 
for the people of South Vietnam. They agreed that application of 
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the principle of self-determination requires that the people be .able 
to choose without interference or terror. They rejected communist 
attempts to pre-determine the outcome of future elections before 
they are held. 

The two Presidents confirmed their conviction that the form of 
government under which the people of South Vietnam will live 
should be decided by the people themselves. They reiterated their 
common resolve to reject any attempt to impose upon the Republic of 
Vietnam any system or program or any particular form of govern- 
ment, such as coalition, without regard to the will of the people of 
South Vietnam. They declared for. their part they will respect anv 
decision by the people of South Vietnam that is arrived at through 
free elections. 

The two Presidents agreed that it would be appropriate to offer 
guarantees and safeguards for free elections. Provisions for interna- 
tional supervision could be written into the political settlement. 

The two Presidents reviewed with particular attention the steps 
being taken to modernize and improve the Vietnamese armed forces. 
President Thieu referred to the principle of replacement of Ameri- 
can by Vietnamese troops which he had first enunciated, in his 
address to the nation of December 31, 1968, and he expressed pleas- 
ure in informing President Nixon that the armed forces of the 
Republic of Vietnam were now reaching the point where they can 
assume an increasingly large share of the burden of _combat. . ... 

President Nixon welcomed tliis development. He and President 
Thieu thereafter made an announcement regarding the replacement 
program. Both Presidents agreed that the replacement program 
should be carried out in consonance with the security situation pre- 
vailing at the moment. , , 

President Thieu explained his plans for further strengthening the 
local forces and asked for additional assistance for that program. 
President Nixon said he would give this request sympathetic consid- 
eration. ' ; 

The two Presidents then discussed the negotiations , .taking place jn 
Paris. They reviewed carefully the positions each had recently enun- 
ciated— -President Thieu on March 25, when he made the offer to 
talk directly with the “National Liberation Front,” the six- points ;he 
presented on April 7, and President Nixon’s May 14 speech. The two 
Presidents are convinced that the proposals they have put forward 
represent a reasonable basis for peace. They took note of the, 10- 
pomt proposal tabled by the other side in Paris on May 8, and 
observed that despite the fact that it contained certain unacceptable 
provisions, there were certain points which appear not too far from 
the positions taken by the Government of the Republic of Vietnam 
and the United States. . V 

The two Presidents expressed their intention to seek a just settle- 
ment to the conflict in the spirit of patience and good will. Presi- 
dent Thieu reiterated his Government’s willingness to talk directly 
to the NLF about moves relating to a peaceful settlement. 

The two Presidents reviewed and reaffirmed the positions taken in 
concert by the allies at the recent seven-nations conference of . minis- 
ters in Bangkok. They reiterated in particular the allied position 
concerning mutual withdrawals of non-South Vietnamese forces, 
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agreeing that withdrawals could commence simultaneously and pro- 
ceed expeditiously on the basis of a mutually acceptable timetable; 
that all externally introduced forces would have to be withdrawn 
not only from South Vietnam but also from Laos and Cambodia; 
and that the further introduction of forces into these countries must 
be prohibited. They agreed that the essential element of any 
arrangement on withdrawal of non-South Vietnamese forces is that 
there fee adequate assurances and guarantees of compliance with the 
terms of the arrangement. 

President Thieu informed President Nixon that his Government 


was devoted to the principle of social and political justice for the 
people of South Vietnam. The policy of national reconciliation had 
been adopted with this in mind. His offer to negotiate directly with 
the “National Liberation Front” — without conditions — had been 
inspired by this principle. If the other side is genuinely interested in 
finding peace, it should be possible to create an atmosphere in South 
' Vietnam in which all of tne people of South Vietnam can partici- 
pate in the life of a free, viable, and prosperous state. 

The two Presidents discussed the progress that has been made in 
economic and political development m Vietnam despite the present 
conflict, including the installation of the supreme court and the 
inspectorate provided for by the Constitution, the wide-spread hold- 
ing of village and hamlet elections, and the extension of security in 
rural areas. President Tliieu outlined his Government’s plans for 
additional village and hamlet elections, and he laid particular stress 
on his pursuit of a vigorous land redistribution program that would 

f ive the land to those who work it. President Nixon expressed grati- 
cation at this progress, expressed special interest in the new con- 
cepts of land distribution developed by President Thieu and offered 
American cooperation to help achieve it. 

Finally, the two Presidents reviewed the plans now being formu- 
lated by the Republic of Vietnam for the post-war development of 
the country. They expressed gratification that, despite the continua- 
tion of the conflict, plans were going forward. Given the substantial 
natural and human resources available, the prospects are excellent 
for conversion to a peace-time economy, job opportunities, increased 
"domestic production in agriculture and industry, as well as exports. 
President Nixon pledged his country’s assistance to this end. Eco- 
nomic self-sufficiency' could be achieved in a decade of peace. The 
two Presidents looked forward, after the termination of hostilities, 
to an era of peace and the economic and national development of 
Southeast Asia. 

President Thieu asked President Nixon to convey to the American 
people the deep gratitude of the people of South Vietnam for the 
sacrifices they have made and the assistance they have given the 
Republic of Vietnam in its struggle to maintain its freedom. Presi- 
dent Nixon assured President Thieu of the determination of the 
American people to assist their South Vietnamese allies to realize 
the basic objectives of the two nations. He acknowledged the trust 
placed in the American people by the people of the Republic of 
Vietnam and promised that this trust will be honored. 

The two Presidents agreed to meet again and review developments 
in the near future. 
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Remarks of President Nixon and President Thieu at the Conclu- 
sion of Their Meeting, June 8, 1969 .... 

President Nixon. Mr. President, as we complete Our talks I wish 
to express my appreciation to you for your frankness andrandorto 
discussing the problems that we mutually face in VipHinm an A j 
know that you Share, with me the eeutStl St wS 
the ' 7,i " !l h “ >*en distributed to mSra <3, 

I believe that that communique indicates the progress that has 
bmi made and the process we can expect in the future toward a 
resolution of this struggle which has tom apart the people of'NdrtK: 
Vietnam, which has cost your people so much in men, m lives," and 
has cost our people as well. 

I would like to say, finally, this one personal, word.; You have a 
long journey. You will be back in Saigon tonight bccaiise of the 
time change. You will be speaking to the people of South Vietnam 
when you arrive. ■■ ■; >■.: 

P the P^P 1 ® of South Vietnam.! from the 
people of the United States our good wishes. We know how they 
have suffered. We share with them the tragedy of war. We want for 
them what we have for ourselves, the blessings of peace within our 
own country and within your own country. " # 

We know — and I speak personally in this respect — that the people 
of your country are a peaceful people, a hard-working"people, that 
if only you have the opportunity, Vietnam can be one of the most 
powerful, constructive forces for peace and progress and economic ' 
development m all of Southeast Asia and the Pacific. ; = '■_»> 

Tims is what I feel from having been there many times before! 

I his is what your people are fighting for. It is the goal which' we all 
seek. ° >■ : , 

We wish you well, personally; more than that, the people of the 
United States wish your people well.. We look forward to the day- 
when they can live m peace together. - 


President Thietj. Mr. President, I thank you very much for your 
veiy comfortable words. I can say that our first meeting here dn 
Midway is very useful. It is not like some speculation -before I 
arrived here that there would be some difference between President 
JNixon and -President Thieu and I had to come here to. dissipate or- to 
discuss again those differences. It is not true. 

I come here for more understanding and closer cooperation: -for* 
more common position between President Nixon and I ; not for dif- . ■ 
ference, because we have had no difference before. . , 1% C ' 

Vou may mention about the eight-pomt program of President, 
fjixon for_peace. I ask you to remember that immediately after 
.President Nixon had his speech, I said it was insistent, with -.the 
position of Vietnam and very consistent with my six points. > ■■ 

So, we have close consultation before and we have, a very close ■ 
understanding on that. So I come here to discuss with President- 
Nixon, to have better cooperation, and to have a better common' 
position. 
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